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The Public Education Foundation 
is a charity dedicated to providing 
life-changing scholarships to young 
people in public education, their 
teachers and principals.

The Foundation works in 
collaboration with schools, 
communities, unions, the private 
sector and the government to help 
students achieve their full potential 
at a public school, while enhancing 
the value and reputation of public 
school education. 

The Public Education Foundation 
acknowledges the Dharug people, 
the traditional custodians of the land 
on which we work, and we pay our 
respects to Aboriginal Elders past, 
present and emerging.

To find out more about our 
work please visit our website:
publiceducationfoundation.
org.au

Public Education 
Foundation

Watch as these amazing 
young scholars describe 
how their Public Education 
Foundation scholarship  
has helped them.
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The mission of the Public Education Foundation  
is twofold: 

1 2
Identifying and supporting 
potential, based on need, 
and individual excellence 
in students and educators 
in the public education 
system; and 

Promoting and advocating 
a high quality, widely 
respected public 
education system 

Public Education Foundation Our Mission

Equity 
Fairness and equitable  
access for all 

Respect 
for people, internally  
and externally 

Sustainability
of our relationships  
and resources 

Opportunity 
for individuals to fulfil 
their potential 

The values that underpin the work 
of the Public Education Foundation, 
internally and externally, are: 

The Public Education Foundation is a not-for-profit organisation 
dedicated to providing life-changing scholarships to young people in 
public education and enhancing the value and reputation of public 
schools across Australia.  

Our Purpose

Our ValuesOur student scholarships address factors 
contributing to disadvantage:

•   Students from low socio-economic 
backgrounds

•  Students of Indigenous backgrounds

•  Students from refugee backgrounds

•  Students in rural and remote areas

•  Students living with a disability

The Foundation achieves this by 
pursuing the following goals:  

a)  To provide scholarships  
for students and teachers  
in public schools

b)  To provide funding for 
enhanced educational 
opportunities, outside of the 
normal core provision of public 
education, for public education 
students, but especially for 
students with a particular 
education need 

c)  To conduct educational 
programs and provide 
educational opportunities 
supplementary to the core 
services of public education  
for the benefit of students  
with a particular educational 
need and to fund programs  
of professional development 
for teachers 

d)  To raise funds for the support 
of public educational programs 
additional to the core provision 
of public education and 
to conduct business on its 
own account through such 
activities as from time to time 
authorised by the Board 

e)  To undertake research  
in the field of education  
and publish results 

f)  To do all such acts, matters 
and things including the 
funding of scholarships, 
training and the like whether 
in Australia or elsewhere and 
to enter into and make such 
agreements as are incidental 
or conducive to the attainment 
of any purposes of the 
Company whether as agent  
or otherwise. 
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The Public Education 
Foundation 
scholarship will 
provide me with the 
flexibility to pursue 
subjects like art, 
music and science 
without needing to 
worry about the cost 
of equipment.”
A RECIPIENT OF AN ACACIA 
PROGRAM SCHOLARSHIP 

“



Report from the Chair and Chief Executive Officer

The last year was one that tried and tested all of us more 
than we had anticipated. The year began with great hope 
that the COVID-19 pandemic was over and it was with 
delight that we saw school students across the country 
returning to classrooms. However, the reality was much 
more nuanced. It demanded improvisation, creativity  
and innovation as we adapted to changing needs of our 
scholars and the reality of significant disruption in all fields 
including education.

Our top priority has remained the wellbeing and 
educational continuity of our scholars. For the first time, 
we undertook a dedicated fundraising drive for laptops, 
enabling us to provide hundreds of refurbished laptops  
for disadvantaged students across Australia.

The disruption post-pandemic affected the ability of schools 
to support scholarship applications, leading to fewer 
applications than in the prior year. Despite this, we still  
had many more applications than available scholarships 
and were again able to deliver record growth in our 
scholarship program. In total, we distributed $1,547,774  
in scholarships to 917 students and 5 educators across  
8 states and territories.  

There were a number of important milestones for the 
Foundation across the year, including:

•  New scholarships for nursing and midwifery students 
funded by the NSW Nurses & Midwives Association  
and Nurses & Midwives Health;

•  New scholarships for Victorian primary school students 
funded by the Phillips Brothers Foundation;

It is our distinct pleasure to present the 2021-22 Annual Report of the Public 
Education Foundation.

•  New Acacia Program scholarships in ACT, NSW, QLD, VIC  
and WA;

•  New Manifold Road creative scholarships for Western 
Sydney students; and

•  An advocacy toolkit summarising key facts and benefits 
of public education for teachers, principals, parents  
and carers.

One particular highlight was hosting our Proudly Public 
Annual Awards in full for the first time in three years. 
Sydney Town Hall came to life in an explosion of colour  
and song as we celebrated our 2022 scholars, and the 
audience heard from the inspirational Yalda Hakim – Afghan 
refugee, BBC World anchor and proud graduate  
of Australian public schools.

Finally, we wish to offer heartfelt thanks to all those donors, 
volunteers and organisational partners who make possible 
our support for students and teachers in public education – 
your generosity is remarkable. Just as importantly, the  
staff and board at the Foundation work incredibly hard  
to change students’ lives, and our enduring gratitude goes 
to all of them.

David Friedlander  David Hetherington  
Chair	 	 	 Chief	Executive	Officer	

 

It is with pride and sadness that we report 
this will be David Hetherington’s final Annual 
Report as our CEO. Over the last six years, David 
has led the organisation through a period of 
transformational growth.

On his arrival in 2016, David joined an 
organisation that delivered $392,000 in 
scholarships to around 180 recipients. This year, 
PEF has distributed over $1.5m in scholarships 
to over 900 public education students, not to 
mention an increase in awards to principals 
and teachers. The Foundation now delivers 
scholarships in every state and territory and 
has expanded its scholarship offering to include 
laptops, tutoring and mentoring.

Survey and feedback data commissioned by PEF 
indicates that our scholars and the schools they 
represent get a demonstrable uplift from our 
work. David has played a key role in that.

David also developed a comprehensive advocacy 
program for the Foundation, with our Building 
Great Australian Lives series and our Hands Up 
podcast showcasing the best of public education. 
David will be greatly missed as head of the 
organisation and we wish him all the very best 
in his future endeavours. However, we do hope 
that we can convince him to stay connected in 
one role or another.

REPORT FROM THE CHAIR AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER        5REPORT FROM THE CHAIR AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER4  

Our annual scholar survey 
results showed that over 90% 
of recipients believed that 
their scholarship gave them 
the resources they needed 
to achieve their academic 
potential, and that the 
amount they received was 
enough to make a difference 
to their schooling.”
DAVID HETHERINGTON  
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

“



Scholarship Recipients 2022
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Aboriginal Education 
Council High Achiever 
Scholarship
Acknowledging the highest 
achieving Aboriginal student in 
a NSW public school in the 2021 
Higher School Certificate.

Laura Fernando 
Merewether High School

Aboriginal Education 
Council Scholarship
Supports Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander students to 
successfully complete their senior 
years of schooling. 

Sophia Hunt 
Wollongong High School  
of the Performing Arts
Stewart Jerrard-Kapeen
Ballina Coast High School
Leonardo Osborne 
Mount Austin High School
Ryan Wood 
West Wallsend High School 

Acacia Program 
Scholarship
Provides financial assistance  
and mentoring/career advice to 
high potential students, attending 
schools in specific school regions  
in ACT, NSW, QLD, VIC and WA.

Gull Afroz Ahmadzada
Lynwood Senior High School - WA
Marwa Alradhawi 
Bass High School
Faleone Aluni-Chafoon
Matraville Sports High School
Cayden Ballintijn 
Mount Barker Community College 
- WA
Anita Barlow 
Rushworth P-12 College - VIC
Lilly-Rose Brook 
Ulladulla High School 
Louka Chow 
Northern Beaches Secondary 
College Mackellar Girls Campus
Joseph Coles 
Bomaderry High School
Elijah Collinge-Boyle 
Chatswood High School
Kayla De Groot
Merewether High School
Makenzie de Leeuw 
Nowra High School
Vinuka De Silva
Indooroopilly State High School 
- QLD
Ella Findlay 
West Wallsend High School

Courtney Floyd 
Dianella Secondary College - WA
Bailey Harrod 
Bourke High School
Mercy Haustead 
Rose Bay Secondary College
Alasadair Hogg 
Merbein P-10 College - VIC
Samantha Hollis 
Denison College of Secondary 
Education, Bathurst High Campus
Mary Hualngo 
Ringwood Secondary College – VIC 
Elizabeth Kelly 
Barham High School
Hannah Lai 
Chester Hill High School
Tutaleva Lasalo  
Doonside Technology High School 
Sydnie Lindsay 
Willyama High School
Maria Mallamace  
Monaro High School
Darcy Martin-Weisse 
Bomaderry High School
Georgia Milligan 
Denison College of Secondary 
Education, Kelso High Campus
Hana Mohamed 
Brunswick Secondary College - VIC
Paskazia Nahimana 
MacGregor State High School - QLD
Lucia Parkes
Merewether High School
Abbie Payne 
Katoomba High School
Rylan Pech 
Baimbridge College - VIC
Isabelle Porter 
Bomaderry High School
Sela Pouha 
Alexandria Park Community School
Alice Pumpa 
Heywood & District Secondary 
College - VIC
Ryan Smee 
Ku-Ring-Gai High School
Tonuia Smith 
Kotara High School
Angelina Spyropoulos
Bass High School
Kate Thompson
Wycheproof P-12 College - VIC
Violet Tully-Bayley 
Inverell High School
Natasha Tumney 
Kurnai College - Morwell Campus 
- VIC
Ella Whitall 
Ulladulla High School
Paige Wylie 
Belmont High School - VIC
Isabella Young 
Ulladulla High School

AEU South Australia Rural 
and Remote Indigenous 
Scholarship
Supports Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander students enrolled in 
public primary schools in a rural or 
remote school in South Australia to 
enable them to participate fully in 
their education.

Matthew Wilson 
Renmark Primary School - SA

Agnes Borsody 
Scholarship 
Supports female students with a 
refugee or immigrant background 
through critical high school years in 
selective public high schools.

Mariam Akbari 
Granville South Creative and 
Performing Arts High School
Maryam Akko 
Miller Technology High School
Elayne Huynh 
Hurlstone Agricultural High School
Evy Huynh 
Prairiewood High School
Kimia Khawarnia 
Northmead Creative and 
Performing Arts High School

Andrew Casey Indigenous 
Scholarship
Supports Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander students enrolled 
in public schools to successfully 
complete their senior years of  
high school.

Chloe Anderson-Gordon
Sarah Redfern High School
Jai Chapple 
Mount Austin High School
Montanna Connor 
Chifley College Shalvey Campus
Madison Stanford-King
The Rivers Secondary College, 
Lismore High Campus
Shyanne Vassallo  
Sarah Redfern High School
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Connected Communities 
Scholarship
Supports high school students 
in NSW Connected Communities 
schools to assist with essential 
school/education expenses, 
particularly focussing on computers, 
sports and the creative and 
performing arts.

Khye Allen 
Taree High School
Asha Clarke  
Taree High School
Kiara Crockett-Christen
Shoalhaven High School
Maddison Denyer 
Moree Secondary College  
- Albert Street Campus
Kiara Edwards 
Shoalhaven High School
Patrick Forbes 
Coonamble High School
Sophie Housen 
Taree High School
Dinal Jayarathna 
Taree High School
Kobie Lollback 
Bourke High School
Livia Marchant 
Moree Secondary College 
- Carol Ave Campus
Amber Muller 
Moree Secondary College 
- Carol Ave Campus
Talara Munro 
Moree Secondary College
 - Carol Ave Campus
Mia Nalder 
Coonamble High School
Maureen Newman 
Moree Secondary College 
- Albert Street Campus
Bailey O'Neile 
Moree Secondary College 
- Carol Ave Campus
Chloe Pollard 
Moree Secondary College 
- Carol Ave Campus
Ethan Reay 
Shoalhaven High School
Jayleigh Reynolds 
Shoalhaven High School

Hope Smith 
Coonamble High School
Jardie Smith-Brown  
Moree Secondary College 
- Carol Ave Campus
Phoenix Sweeney 
Moree Secondary College 
- Carol Ave Campus
Karnae Swindale-Smith
Shoalhaven High School
Brenda Towney 
Moree Secondary College 
- Albert Street Campus
Lorraine Townsend  
Moree Secondary College 
- Carol Ave Campus
Mackayla Ward-Hodges
Moree Secondary College 
- Albert Street Campus

Conservatorium High 
School Scholarship
Supports talented young musicians 
commencing study at the 
Conservatorium High School.

Maree Parisi
Conservatorium High School

David S Ratner 
Scholarship
Provides 5 years of support and 
encouragement for the eligible 
recipients enrolled in public primary 
and high schools in NSW.

Tani Fine 
Matraville Sports High School
Jacob Forshlager 
Matraville Sports High School
Sienna Gogous 
Rose Bay Public School
Judah Stein 
J J Cahill Memorial High School

Emorgo Scholarship  
for Music
Supports a talented young musician 
commencing vocal or woodwind 
study at the Conservatorium  
High School.

Logan Huang 
Conservatorium High School

Friends of Zainab Senior 
Secondary Scholarship  
Supports Year 11 and 12 refugee 
students through the critical years 
of their senior education. 

Haitham Abdulrazzaq 
Fairfield High School 
Noor Abuzamaq 
Bankstown Senior College
Milaan Al Alqmi 
Miller Technology High School
Mario Al Kjo 
Bankstown Senior College
Mark Al Kjo 
Bankstown Senior College
Nour Alajia 
Miller Technology High School
Omed Reza Alizada 
Chester Hill High School
Raneen Alqas Mousa
Fairfield High School
Soneevia Al-Qas Soomo
Bankstown Senior College
Sonia Al-Qas Soomo 
Bankstown Senior College 
Steven Asman 
Cabramatta High School 
Mahbuba Bahmani 
Thebarton Senior College - SA
Mbabazi Banoba 
Albury High School
Mukonyezi Banoba 
Albury High School
Angela Bedjoni 
Townsville State High School - QLD
Saugat Bhattarai 
James Fallon High School
Jweel David 
Fairfield High School
Urooj Fatima 
Bankstown Senior College

Kands Gorya 
Bankstown Senior College
Gozal Hamdard 
Coffs Harbour High School
Miski Hadi Abdullahi 
Sunnybank State High School - QLD
Fairooz Hasan 
Wagga Wagga High School
David Hassan 
James Fallon High School
Sayid Ejaz Hassani 
Holroyd High School
Elvein Ibrahim  
Wagga Wagga High School
Sonia Jando 
Bankstown Senior College
Ashour Kabrial 
Fairfield High School
Sumaiya Kazimi 
Bankstown Senior College
Dim Khawm Kim 
Ringwood Secondary College - VIC
Ungwa Lameck 
Townsville State High School - QLD
Aeda Mahmood 
Kooringal High School 
Aya Mail 
Callaghan College Waratah 
Campus 
Fatima Mardani 
Bankstown Senior College
Rand Margahi 
Miller Technology High School
Bu Meh 
Keira High School
Ku Meh 
Keira High School
Fida Hussain Mohammadi
Chester Hill High School
Kamila Mohsini 
Birrong Girls High School
Murtaza Murtaza 
Bankstown Senior College 
Frederic Mushamaliwa
Townsville State High School - QLD
Awan Nafea 
Cabramatta High School
Mayada Oso 
Orara High School
Rimon Osman 
Bankstown Senior College

Fadi Paulis 
Cabramatta High School
Marko Poleza 
Bankstown Senior College
Maryam Qalandari 
Bankstown Senior College 
Zahra Qalandari 
Bankstown Senior College 
Masoma Qasimi 
Salisbury High School - SA
Nazdana Rahimi 
Arthur Phillip High School 
Nabil Rakhshandeh Hesari
Bankstown Senior College
Munira Rasoli  
Chester Hill High School
Gull Rezaie 
Fountain Gate Secondary College 
- VIC
Samia Roshan 
Wagga Wagga High School 
Maryana Sami 
Bankstown Senior College
Ali Sarjang 
Fountain Gate Secondary College 
- VIC
Sameerah Shlaymoon
Prairiewood High School
Nareen Solaqa 
Bankstown Senior College 
Soleen Solaqa 
Miller Technology High School
Sahiba Tayeeb 
Underdale High School - SA
Mujtaba Waezi 
Salisbury High School - SA

Friends of Zainab Tertiary 
Scholarship
Provides financial assistance for the 
first two years of full time university 
study for refugee students.

Zahra Ahmadi 
Merrylands High School
Roaa Ahmed 
Beverly Hills Girls High School
Betoul Al Nassar 
Salisbury High School - SA
Benazir Alizada 
Bankstown Senior College
Fatima Alizada 
Bankstown Senior College
Mahboba Alizadah 
Bankstown Senior College
Nanssy Al-Jameel 
Fairfield High School
Ardwan Alkuheli 
Bankstown Senior College 
Lina Alsaka 
Miller Technology High School
Sumaya Aqili 
Fountain Gate Secondary College 
- VIC
Sandra Atiyah
Bossley Park High School
Soonya Batool 
Lynwood Senior High School - WA
Carlos Hassan 
James Fallon High School
Farida Hussain 
Bankstown Senior College
Rana Ishaq 
Bankstown Senior College
Zainab Jafari 
Thebarton Senior College - SA
Doha Jeniat 
Keira High School
Faeza Karimi 
Chester Hill High School
Bamnoba (Victor) Kisembo
James Fallon High School
Sabera Mohseni 
Fountain Gate Secondary College 
- VIC
Lina Nasee 
Bankstown Senior College
Sharifa Rezaie 
Miller Technology High School

Yasra Salman 
Miller Technology High School
Louis Shamoon 
Miller Technology High School
Aram Shmoni  
Bankstown Senior College 
Vanessa Twagirimana
James Fallon High School
Mamlakat Yari 
Bankstown Senior College
Huixi Zhang
Bankstown Senior College

Jack Brockhoff Victorian 
Indigenous Scholarship
Supports Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander students enrolled 
in public schools in Victoria to 
successfully complete their senior 
years of high school.

Elijah Brown 
Chaffey Secondary College - VIC
Jacob Collier 
Kurnai College - VIC
Isobel Gahan 
Eaglehawk Secondary College - VIC
Zali Greasley  
Euroa Secondary College - VIC
Eric Law 
Wodonga Senior Secondary College 
- VIC
Kyara McFayden 
Grovedale College - VIC
Bella Sloane 
Chaffey Secondary College - VIC
Molli Watts-Siely 
Mirboo North Secondary College 
- VIC

Manifold Road Creative 
Scholarship
Supporting senior high school 
students enrolled in a school in 
Sydney’s western suburbs who 
have an interest in graphic design, 
marketing or visual arts.

Tamana Alizada 
Bankstown Senior College  
Karem Jallad 
Cabramatta High School
Adrianna Panagis  
Chester Hill High School

NSW Cookery Teachers 
Association Scholarship
Assisting students who intend to 
continue to University to study a 
Bachelor of Education, majoring in 
Food Technology.

Samantha Kidd 
Richmond High School
Zali Thurgate 
Keira High School

NSW Nurses & Midwives' 
Association Scholarship
Assisting students for up to three 
years as they complete a degree 
in Nursing and/or Midwifery in 
University.

P’Leh Ku 
Condell Park High School

NSW Primary Principals 
Association Scholarship 
Provides one-year scholarships for 
primary-school aged students to 
enable them to fully participate in 
their education.

Aneika Bartel 
Hillvue Public School
Lacey Berriman 
Tullimbar Public School
Aryahna Hanshaw 
Hillvue Public School
Alana Newland 
Glendore Public School
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NSW Retired Secondary 
Principals Scholarship
Supports public high school 
students in NSW enabling them to 
participate in all aspects of their 
education. 

Annabelle Levantard
Hurlstone Agricultural High School
Josie Luckel 
Yanco Agricultural High School

NSW Teachers Federation 
Award for HSC Excellence 
Recognises the achievements of 
students from NSW public schools 
who have come first in their subject 
as part of their Higher School 
Certificate.

Sarfaraz Syed Ahmed
Sydney Boys High School
Daania Alameddine 
Fairvale High School
Miksh Bhatia 
Hurlstone Agricultural High School
Kate Chipman
Hornsby Girls High School
Oscar Dong 
James Ruse Agricultural High 
School
Sofia Guastini
Cheltenham Girls High School
Delta Hateley
Merewether High School
Gordon Huang
Fort Street High School
Karina Kuang
Willoughby Girls High School
Ryan Lee 
Sydney Boys High School
Sophie Loiselle
Merewether High School
Ravi Mavila 
North Sydney Boys High School
Charlotte McKenzie 
Smiths Hill High School
Bodhi McNally 
Gosford High School
Andre Mitchell 
Northern Beaches Secondary 
College Manly Campus
Jessica Niu 
Hornsby Girls High School

Elena Stojcevski 
East Hills Girls Technology High 
School
Luchith Thenuwara 
Baulkham Hills High School
Michelle Ung 
Prairiewood High School
Jadzia Wolff 
Kingscliff High School
Yijun Yan 
Killarney Heights High School
Hanyang Zheng 
Sydney Boys High School

NSW Teachers Federation 
Primary Scholarship
Provides support and 
encouragement to primary school 
students to enable them to 
participate fully in their education.

Aida Douglas 
Toronto Public School
Zara Finlay 
Penshurst West Public School
Tyrell Pennell 
Hillvue Public School
Abby Wilson 
Gunnedah South Public School

NSW Teachers Federation 
Refugee Scholarship
Provides support and 
encouragement for refugee 
students in NSW public high schools 
for the final three years of their 
secondary education.

Hekmat Abbasi 
Chifley College Mount Druitt 
Campus
Sarah Al Jameel 
Fairfield High School
Fereshteh Rezaei 
Chester Hill High School

NSW Teachers Federation 
Tertiary Scholarship
Provides financial assistance for up 
to two years of full time TAFE study 
for refugee students.

Fadumo Ilmi  
Bankstown Senior College 

Pat Zinn Memorial 
Scholarship
Established in honour of Pat Zinn, 
former convenor of the Aboriginal 
Support Circle, to support Aboriginal 
girls to complete their education.

Claire Roberts-Hickling 
Ballina Coast High School

Patricia Long 
Conservatorium High 
School Scholarship
Provides ongoing support to young 
musicians for the duration of their 
attendance at the Conservatorium 
High School.

Yuting Jin 
Conservatorium High School
Bettina Minogue 
Conservatorium High School
Leon Spikmans 
Conservatorium High School

PEF National Secondary 
Scholarship 
Supports Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander students, refugee students 
and students experiencing financial 
hardship in their senior years of 
education in a public school.

Fatemeh Abbasi 
Mount Austin High School
Chevee Dallacosta 
Singleton High School
Destiney French 
Callaghan College Wallsend 
Campus
Batool Kanaan 
Holroyd High School
Shafaf Nahal 
Chifley College Mount Druitt 
Campus 
Sara Razmi 
Chester Hill High School
Sivgech Te 
Hurlstone Agricultural High School
Job Thin Tuep 
Chifley College Mount Druitt 
Campus

Phillips Brothers 
Foundation Victorian 
Primary Scholarship
Supporting Victorian primary school 
students for two years to enable 
them to participate fully in their 
education.

Brontë Knorr 
Bandiana Primary School - VIC
Chloe Lynn 
Nagambie Primary School - VIC 
Adhieu Mayen 
Liddiard Rd Primary School - VIC
Tayden Mcnally 
Wunghnu Primary School - VIC
Kaliya Stewart 
Marysville Primary School - VIC
Eli Sullivan 
Bandiana Primary School - VIC
Austin Toudeforz 
Charles La Trobe College - VIC
Attalyia Woods 
Wunghnu Primary School - VIC

Public Education 
Foundation Indigenous 
Scholarship
Supports Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander students to enable 
them to participate fully in all 
aspects of their education. 

Ella Bower 
Gunnedah South Public School
Kalanii Gibson 
Doonside Technology High School
Tyler Green 
Northlakes High School
April Rigney 
Eastern Fleurieu School - SA
Katie Toole 
Sarah Redfern High School
Sam Walters 
Callaghan College Wallsend 
Campus
Alirah Watton 
Coonabarabran High School
Mikia White 
Mount Austin High School

Royal Bank of Canada 
Refugee Scholarship 
Provides support and 
encouragement for refugee students 
in their final three years of secondary 
education.

Simaf Mahmoud 
Corrimal High School

Royal Bank of Canada 
Secondary Scholarship
Supports public high school 
students enabling them to 
participate in all aspects of their 
secondary school education.

Tahlia Borck 
Bomaderry High School
Tiahna Poole 
Bomaderry High School

Retired Teachers 
Association Scholarship
Supporting NSW primary school 
students for two years to enable 
them to participate fully in their 
education.  

Benjamin Turner 
Coonabarabran Public School

Rural & Remote 
Indigenous Primary 
Scholarship
Supports Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander students enrolled in 
public schools in a rural or remote 
school to successfully complete 
their senior years of high school.

Lily Cooper 
Liddiard Rd Primary School - VIC

Public Education 
Foundation Secondary 
Scholarship 
Supports public high school students 
across Australia enabling them to 
participate in all aspects of their 
education.

Reyhaneh Akhlaghi 
Chester Hill High School
Mohammad Arsal Asim 
Hampden Park Public School
Piper Betts 
Singleton High School
Lina Kouch 
Bass High School 
Leila Mutapcic 
Cronulla High School
Suganja Sathiyananthan 
Lalor Secondary College - VIC
Reuben West 
Ungarie Central School

Public Education 
Foundation Tertiary 
Scholarship
Provides financial assistance for the 
initial years of full-time tertiary study 
for the recipients.

Jaxon Ford 
Toronto High School
Jessica Truong 
Cabramatta High School
Michelle Ung 
Prairiewood High School
Amy Zhao 
Chester Hill High School

Queensland Teachers 
Union Secondary Refugee 
Scholarship
Provides support and encouragement 
for refugee students in QLD public 
high schools for the final three years 
of their secondary education.

Flore Worni 
Townsville State High School - QLD

Royal Bank of Canada 
Primary Scholarship
Provides support and 
encouragement for primary 
school students to enable them to 
participate fully in their education.

Duane Bading 
Moulden Primary School - NT
Nicholas Tuivanuavou 
Cambridge Gardens Public School

Rural & Remote 
Indigenous Secondary 
Scholarship
Supports Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander students enrolled in 
public schools in a rural or remote 
school to successfully complete 
their senior years of high school.

Calista Graham 
Kingscliff High School

Secondary Principals 
Council Scholarship
Provides support for an outstanding 
public school student in their final 
year of secondary education. 

Alyan Jameel 
Bossley Park High School

Susan & Isaac Wakil 
Foundation Scholarship
Supporting students who have 
enthusiasm for and ambition in 
a field they might otherwise be 
prevented from entering. This 
scholarship supports students 
entering their tertiary or vocational 
education. 

Isabella Ennever 
Casino High School
Alysha Lissette Hernandez Day 
Condell Park High School
Sienna Petri 
Toronto High School

Teachers Health Tertiary 
Scholarship
Provides financial assistance up 
to the first three years of fulltime 
tertiary study for students.

Zahra Abbasi 
Mount Austin High School
Riley Jones 
Kurri Kurri High School

Una May Smith 
Scholarship  
Supports Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students enrolled in NSW 
public schools to enable them to 
participate fully in their education.

Ruby Bloxsome 
Gwynneville Public School
Chelsea Gregoraci  
Doonside Technology High School
Jiahnna Ivey 
Ballina Public School
Loki Klein 
Northlakes High School
Dianne Ridgeway 
Matraville Sports High School
Kyan Stoddart-Ridgeway 
West Wallsend High School

Unions NSW Jeff Shaw 
Memorial Scholarships
Supports outstanding public school 
students studying curriculum 
subjects such as Economics, 
Business Studies, Legal Studies and 
Modern History, with an interest in 
unionism and social justice.

Moustapha Daaboul 
Condell Park High School
Pheobe Donaldson 
Matraville Sports High School
Jackson Stuart 
Kurri Kurri High School
Cynthia Thai 
St Mary's Senior High School
Jessica Tu 
Fairvale High School
Katherine Vu 
Hurlstone Agricultural High School

Vorsay Scholarship
Provides support and 
encouragement for public primary 
school students entering Year 2 
in 2022, throughout their time at 
primary school. 

William William Garnsey 
Hillvue Public School
Bella Blue Newport 
Enngonia Public School
Tirki Shani Baqi 
Drummond Memorial Public 
School
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Walter and Eliza Hall Trust 
Opportunity Scholarship
Provides support to assist students 
with a physical disability make 
the transition from high school to 
tertiary education to study a degree. 

Alex Cox 
Glendale Technology High School
Bridget Frandsen 
Coorparoo Secondary College - 
QLD
Jayden Huynh 
Randwick Boys High School
Holly Matthews 
Red Cliffs Secondary College - VIC
James Peach 
Menai High School
Wirrin Ward-Lowe 
Matraville Sports High School

Waratah Education 
Foundation Primary 
Scholarship
Supporting NSW primary school 
students for two years to enable 
them to participate fully in their 
education.

Alex Baker 
Glendore Public School
Heather Gray 
Gunnedah South Public School
Jihan Hajim 
Drummond Memorial Public 
School
Hayfaa Hilo 
Drummond Memorial Public 
School
Danielle Kelly-Syphers 
Gunnedah South Public School
Eshal Khan 
Hampden Park Public School 
Cassidy Langlo 
Drummond Memorial Public 
School
Celesse Lipscombe 
Cambridge Gardens Public School
Aziz Sanhir 
William Stimson Public School 
Louise Stewart 
Hillvue Public School

Pearl Sumners Nuth 
Eastlakes Public School 
Kirraleigh Taylor 
Glendore Public School
Mia Stevie Tzinos 
Gwynneville Public School
Pascall Van Dorp-Browning 
Drummond Memorial Public School
Jai Wilson 
Gunnedah South Public School

Waratah Education 
Foundation Secondary 
Transition Scholarship
Supporting NSW students in their  
first two years of secondary  
education assisting them to fully 
participate in their education.

Aveen Adi 
Drummond Memorial Public School
Elias Alkhalaf 
Drummond Memorial Public School
Hozan Almito 
Drummond Memorial Public School
Raghda Almuhama 
Drummond Memorial Public School
Ella Boreham 
Tullimbar Public School
Sheriyah Brown 
Governor Philip King Public School
Christopher French 
Glendore Public School
Rachael Lily Granger 
Collector Public School
Sophie Hamilton 
Valentine Public School
Hesam Hussaini  
Parramatta West Public School 
Elise Huynh 
Harrington Street Public School
Qaidar Jaralla 
Drummond Memorial Public School
Aaliyah Jawai-Cambey 
Campbellfield Public School
Nicholas MacMurray 
Hillvue Public School
Brodie Mann 
Medlow Public School

Sahira Mhe 
Drummond Memorial Public 
School
Latiquia Navosa 
Liverpool West Public School
Aisha Tawakal 
Auburn West Public School
Wafa Tawakal 
Auburn West Public School
Lachlan Turner 
Coonabarabran Public School

Western Sydney 
Leadership Dialogue 
Secondary Scholarship
Supports public school students 
attending a high school in Sydney’s 
western suburbs to complete their 
senior years of education.

Nima Ahmadi 
Northmead Creative and 
Performing Arts High School
Cedra El Mawas 
Bass High School
Rayyan Elosman 
Bass High School
Taleah Franklin 
Sarah Redfern High School
Lyn Suleiman 
Chester Hill High School

Woodcock Family 
Scholarship
Provides support for the final two 
years of secondary education to 
students attending schools in the 
Upper Hunter Valley of NSW.

Rebekah Bock 
Singleton High School
Wilson Brock 
Singleton High School
Ruby Clayworth 
Singleton High School
Trae Rowan 
Singleton High School

Educator 
Scholarships

Teachers Health Early 
Career Scholarship
Supports school teachers in the 
first three years of their teaching 
careers to undertake professional 
development.

Ruby Lyons-Reid 
Tasmanian eSchool - TAS

Harvard Club of Australia 
Principals Scholarship
Provides principals of government 
schools an opportunity to undertake 
a short professional education 
program at the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education.

Danielle Porter 
Charnwood-Dunlop School - ACT

Public Education 
Foundation Principals 
Scholarship  
Provides principals of government 
schools an opportunity to undertake 
a short professional education 
program at the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education.

Michael Sloan 
Denison College of Secondary 
Education, Kelso High Campus

Teachers Mutual Bank 
Principals Scholarship
Provides principals of government 
schools an opportunity to undertake 
a short professional education 
program at the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education.

Belinda Giudice 
Prairiewood High School 

Teachers Mutual Bank 
Victorian Mid-Career 
Scholarship
Supports a Victorian mid-career 
public school teacher to undertake 
professional development.

Marley Collins 
McClelland College - VIC

Laptop Recipient 
Schools
Due to the generosity of individual 
donors and corporations, PEF was 
able to offer laptops to students 
who had no, or limited access 
to technology. The laptops were 
offered to applicants who had not 
been awarded a scholarship as well 
as to students in schools in flood 
affected areas of NSW and QLD.  
Hundreds of students benefited 
across the following 83 schools:

Aspley State High School
QLD
Ballina Coast High School
NSW
Bankstown Senior Collage 
NSW
Bass High School  
NSW
Beaudesert State High School
QLD
Benowa State High School 
QLD
Birrong Girls High School
NSW
Blacktown Boys High School
NSW
Blacktown Girls High School
NSW
Bossley Park High School
NSW
Brisbane Water Secondary 
College  
NSW
Burwood Public School 
NSW
Cabramatta High School
NSW
Callaghan College  
- Jesmond Senior Campus 
NSW
Callaghan College  
- Waratah Campus
NSW
Casino High School 
NSW
Chatswood High School 
NSW
Chester Hill High School
NSW
Clifton Creek Primary School
VIC
Colyton High School 
NSW
Condell Park High School
NSW
Coonamble Public School
NSW
Corrimal High School 
NSW
Cudgen Public School 
NSW

Doonside Technology  
High School
NSW
Eagle Vale High School 
NSW
Fairfield High School  
NSW
Fountain Gate Secondary 
College
VIC
Glendore Public School 
NSW
Glenwood High School
NSW
GRC Penshurst Girls Campus
NSW
Griffith Public School 
NSW
Gunnedah South Public School
NSW
Gwynneville Public School 
NSW
Hillvue Public School 
NSW
Howlong Public School 
NSW
Hurlstone Agricultural  
High School
NSW
James Fallon High School
NSW
Kingscliff High School 
NSW
Kooringal High School 
NSW
Lalor Secondary College
VIC
Liverpool Girls High School
NSW
Loganlea State High School
QLD
Lynwood Senior High School
WA
Mabel Park State High School
QLD
MacGregor State High School  
QLD
Marysville Primary School
VIC
Merewether High School
NSW
Merrylands High School
NSW
Miller Public School  
NSW
Miller Technology High School
NSW
Milpera State High School 
QLD
Monaro High School
NSW
Moulden Park Primary School
NT

Mullumbimby High School
NSW
Nimbon Central School
NSW
Nepean Creative and 
Performing Arts High School  
NSW
Northlakes High School
NSW
Northmead Creative and 
Performing Arts High School
NSW
Nowra High School 
NSW
Prairiewood High School
NSW
Punchbowl Boys High School
NSW
Renmark Primary School 
SA
Salisbury High School 
SA
Sarah Redfern High School 
NSW
Scone High School 
NSW
Scone Public School 
NSW
Sefton High School
NSW
Seymour Secondary College
VIC
Strathfield Girls High School
NSW
Sydney Girls High School
NSW
Sylvania High School 
NSW
Tarneit Senior College 
VIC
The Ipswich State High School
QLD
Tottenham Central School 
NSW
Townsville State High School
QLD
Underdale High School 
SA
Ungarie Central School
NSW
University High School 
SA
Windsor High School  
NSW
Wyong High School  
NSW
Yanco Agricultural High School
NSW
Yarrabilba State Secondary 
College
QLD
Yule Brooke College  
WA



Minister’s and Secretary’s Awards for Excellence 
2021  

The Public Education Foundation is proud to manage the Minister’s and 
Secretary’s Awards for Excellence on behalf of the NSW Department of Education. 
In 2021 over 100 students, teachers, schools and parents were awarded for their 
outstanding achievements.
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Minister’s Award for 
Excellence in Student 
Achievement
Recognising outstanding Year 12 
students who have excelled in their 
secondary years across academic 
excellence, sports, cultural, 
community and leadership. 

Salam Adra 
Strathfield Girls High School
Husain Alhashemi 
Cumberland High School
Jasmine Blanch 
Wagga Wagga High School
Erin Bloor 
Elderslie High School
Laura Campbell 
North Sydney Girls High School
Annabel Chen 
North Sydney Girls High School
Jack Coleman 
Fort Street High School
Isabella Ennever 
Casino High School
Lachlan Eshman
Coonabarabran High School
Samuel Flood 
Inverell High School

Hanako Greuter 
NBSC - Mackellar Girls Campus
Rachel Harkin 
Cumberland High School
Oliver James 
Wagga Wagga High School
Riley Jones 
Kurri Kurri High School
Aisa Karalic 
Keira High School
Alyssa Koit 
Fort Street High School
Hannah Lovlin 
NBSC - Manly Selective Campus
Nhi Lu 
Prairiewood High School
Dineshe Mohanarajah
Girraween High School
Lowanna Murray 
Cowra High School
Chelsea Nagel 
Elizabeth Macarthur High School
Maximillian Navarrete
Bega High School
Milla Papallo 
NBSC - Mackellar Girls Campus
Zoe Peters 
Denison College of Secondary 
Education - Bathurst High Campus

Melinda Ryan
Coonabarabran High School
Chloe Smith 
Lambton High School
Claudia Smith  
Orange High School 
Alexa Stuart 
Lambton High School
Amelie Stuut 
Galston High School
Sinduja Sureshkumar 
Penrith High School
Brody Taylor 
Ulladulla High School
Thinesshan Thevathasan
North Sydney Boys High School
Mark Tran 
Prairiewood High School
Zoe Tudor 
Singleton High School
Nicholas Whelan 
Penrith High School
Shanni Yehuda 
Sydney Girls High School

Minister’s Award for 
Excellence in Teaching
Recognising teachers who deliver 
the highest quality education to 
their students and contribute to 
their professional communities.

Kelly Andrews 
Birrong Girls High School
Michelle Armstrong 
Albury High School
Megan Atkinson 
Elderslie High School
Matthew Baillie 
Denison College of Secondary 
Education - Bathurst High Campus 
George Betsis 
Ulladulla High School
Livia Bolanca 
Birrong Girls High School

Deanne Bulmer
Campbellfield Public School
Gerard Chomicz
Campbellfield Public School
Alison Clark 
Wadalba Community School
Paul Clarke
Merrylands High School
Andrew Clifton 
Maitland Public School
Danielle Demetrios  
Liverpool Boys High School
Martin Douglas 
Corowa High School
Stacey Jones 
Denison College of Secondary 
Education - Kelso High Campus
Kathryn Kane 
James Fallon High School
Sandra Kerr 
Wagga Wagga High School
Kylie Lenhardt
Murwillumbah High School
Veronica Manock 
Denison College of Secondary 
Education - Bathurst High Campus
Lisa McInally 
Clairgate Public School
Melanie Naylor 
Hunter River High School 
Ian Preston
Murrumbidgee Regional  
High School
Carolyn Ratcliffe 
Albury High School
Michael Richards 
Rutherford Technology High School
Suzanne Sherrington 
Doonside Technology High School
Inoke Tuhukava 
Turramurra High School
Scott Waring 
Great Lakes College Senior Campus

Secretary’s Award for 
Excellent Service
Recognising NSW Department of 
Education employees (teaching 
and non-teaching) who have 
shown outstanding effort in 
improving the quality of teaching, 
learning outcomes and/or school 
environments in the NSW public 
education sector.

Jannan Assaad 
Saturday School of Community 
Languages
Fiona Baillie
Campbellfield Public School
Simone Billinghurst 
Bringelly Public School
Sahin Bostanci 
Lindfield Learning Village
Aunty Kim Chan 
Marrickville Public School
Don Dwarte 
Picnic Point Public School
Blake Graham 
Ulladulla High School
Jen Greig 
Merrylands East Public School
Nathan Gunter 
Wagga Wagga High School
Robyn Harmon 
Ballina Public School
James Harris 
Heaton Public School
Matthew Johnson 
Glenvale School
Ana Latu 
Thomas Reddall High School
Emma Mackenzie 
Padstow North Public School
Brian O'Hora 
Finley High School
Tamlyn Phillips 
Ulladulla High School
Brenda Pyett 
Endeavour Sports High School
Shannon Stanbridge
Scarborough Public School
Luz Velez 
Kogarah High School Intensive 
English Centre

Secretary’s School 
Achievement Award
This prestigious award recognises 
NSW public schools that have 
successfully created a sustainable 
learning environment through 
a whole-of-school project. 
Schools receiving this award 
must demonstrate significant 
improvement in learning outcomes 
and opportunities, excellence 
in student learning, maximising 
learning opportunities for all 
students as well as community 
leadership. 

Albury High School 
Pivotal Wellbeing
Auburn North Public School
Collaborative School Culture
Callaghan College  
- Jesmond Senior Campus
Callaghan College  
- Wallsend Campus
Callaghan College  
- Waratah Campus 
Faculty Leadership Improvement 
Project
Caringbah North Public School 
Jannali Public School 
Miranda North Public School
4C Community of Practice 
Caringbah North Public School
Connect 4 Wellbeing Program
Glenbrook Public School 
Quality Teaching Coordinator 
Moree East Public School
Learning for Life Cafeteria
Towradgi Public School
School Wellbeing Framework 
- A Positive School Experience 
For All
Winmalee Public School
Whole School Achievement

Public School Parent  
of the Year
The Public School Parent of the 
Year Award is a prestigious award 
presented to parents, guardians 
and caregivers who have made a 
significant contribution to their local 
NSW public school community.

Dianne Bentley 
Bringelly Public School
Danielle Harris 
Ulladulla High School
Anna McFarlane 
Rose Bay Secondary College
Helen Mundy 
Wagga Wagga High School
Ben and Swannida Stewart
Harrington Street Public School

Secretary’s Award for 
Outstanding School 
Initiative
The award is presented to NSW 
public schools demonstrating via a 
specific program, event or initiative 
their commitment to teaching and 
learning outcomes, leadership, 
supporting the students and/or 
creating a sustainable learning 
environment.

Auburn North Public School
Use of Video for Self Reflection  
and Peer Reflection
Hoxton Park High School
Stage 5 Moving Forward Program
Hunter River High School
Learning Opportunities  
for Tomorrow
Liverpool Boys High School
Big Picture Academy 
Murray High School
Engagement and Transition
Centre
Murrumbidgee Regional  
High School 
Australia New Zealand STEM 
Education Alliance
Murwillumbah High School 
Partners in Learning
NSW School of Languages 
Stage 6 Online Languages Courses
Prairiewood High School
Reaching for the Stars



Story of a Scholar

Michelle Ung 
Recipient of the Agnes Borsody 
Scholarship (2020-2021) and the 
Public Education Foundation 
Tertiary Scholarship (2022-2024)

The Foundation’s tagline is “We 
give life-changing scholarships” and 
Michelle’s story is a great example of 
this aspiration. As a child of Cambodian 
refugees, Michelle might not have 
been expected to top the state in an 
English course. In fact, she placed first 
in English Advanced during the 2021 
HSC exams and in doing so made her 
parents extremely proud. We share 
below some responses from Michelle 
in relation to this fine achievement. 

How did the scholarship and 
mentoring program enable you  
to succeed during high school?

The PEF scholarship supported me 
greatly throughout my senior years 
of high school. The funding from the 
scholarship provided me with immense 
monetary support that enabled me to 
afford my education during the final 
two years of my secondary schooling. 
I was able to purchase my first laptop 
due to the scholarship’s extensive 
support! Thanks to PEF’s scholarship, 
I was able to achieve great academic 
success in year 12. Specifically, I have 
received state rankings in English 
Advanced and Extension 1. I can’t 
thank the Foundation enough for their 
abundant guidance and support!  

PEF’s Mentoring Program helped me 
greatly in navigating both academic 
and personal struggles (especially due 
to the impact of COVID-19). I was so 
glad to have met such a wonderful 
mentor who celebrated my every 
win and helped me push through 
tough times! I still meet up with my 
PEF mentor every month (finally, now 

regularly in-person!) to discuss the 
highs and lows of my month and draw 
on her valuable professional and life 
advice. I couldn't be more grateful 
for this wonderful scholarship and 
the boundless opportunities it has 
presented me!

How has the Public Education 
Foundation Tertiary Scholarship 
enabled you during your 
university studies?

I’m very grateful for the tertiary 
scholarship granted to me following 
my graduation in 2021. It has helped 
me immensely in not only affording 
my daily expenses (namely, public 
transport, food and electricity 
expenses) but also those of my family 
who struggle to afford everyday living. 
It has made me feel like I belong at the 
University of Sydney, a university in 
which students are often from higher 
socioeconomic backgrounds. I can 
now afford to be actively involved in 
extracurricular activities, which build 
my character and sense of community 
in a foreign environment. 

What was your family’s reaction 
when you first received a 
scholarship from PEF?

My family was ecstatic when I received 
the scholarship. I remember them 
saying how proud they were of me, 
and how it was the starting point to 
my future academic successes. Funnily 
enough, it turned out to be true!

What are you currently working 
on, both within university and the 
broader community? 

I am currently studying a Combined 
Bachelor of Commerce and Law at 
the University of Sydney. Alongside 
university, I am an active representative 
of the Fairfield Youth Advisory 
Committee, where I plan and initiate 
events for social issues, such as mental 
health and youth unemployment, in 
my local area. I also currently work as 
a paralegal at a law firm in Parramatta 
in hopes of pursuing a career in 
commercial law. 

What are your plans for the years 
ahead? 

My plans for the next few years are 
to complete my degree and in doing 
so try as many new things as possible 
in addition to meeting as many 
new people as I can! I was recently 
elected as a representative of the 
Students’ Representative Council at 
the University of Sydney, where I play 
an active role in dealing with student 
housing. During my time on the 
council, I’ve enjoyed working alongside 
the close-knit team to make possible 
changes which have benefitted 
socioeconomically disadvantaged and 
ethnically diverse students. I plan to 
continue making great strides across 
my university studies, leadership 
opportunities and career path, 
exposing myself to as many different 
experiences as possible. 
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The funding from 
the scholarship 
provided me with 
immense monetary 
support that enabled 
me to afford my 
education during 
the final two years 
of my secondary 
schooling.”
MICHELLE UNG 
RECIPIENT OF THE AGNES 
BORSODY SCHOLARSHIP  
(2020-2021) AND THE PUBLIC 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
TERTIARY SCHOLARSHIP  
(2022-2024)

“
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Public Education Foundation Team

Ambassadors
The Public Education Foundation is supported by our Ambassadors 
who advocate for the Foundation and public education in various 
ways. We are very grateful for their time, expertise and commitment.

• Ms Bronywn Bancroft,  
 Aboriginal Artist and Designer
• Mr Jonathan Biggins,  
 Actor
• Ms Angela Catterns AM, 
 Broadcaster
•  Mr John Dauth AO LVO,  

Former Australian High Commissioner 
to the United Kingdom

• Ms Verity Firth,  
 Executive Director Social Justice, UTS
•  Ms Dianne Giblin AM,  

CEO, Australian Council of State School 
Organisations

• Ms Libby Gleeson AM,  
 Author
• Ms Nahid Karimi,  
 Student
•  The Hon Michael Kirby AC CMG, 

Former Justice of the High Court  
of Australia

• Ms Sam Mostyn,  
 Company Director
•  Ms Jenni Neary AM,  

Founding Chair of the Public Education 
Foundation

•  Patrick Regan,  
Executive Director Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management

• Ms Ann Sherry AO,  
 CEO Carnival Australia
•  Prof Fred Watson AM,  

Astronomer-in-Charge of the Australian 
Astronomical Observatory

•  Mr Kim Williams AM,  
Australian Media Executive and 
Composer

• Mr Peter Worland,  
 Executive Director Uniting Care

Volunteers
The Public Education Foundation could not operate 
without the support of the many volunteers who 
have donated over 2,092 hours of their time 
throughout the last financial year. We would like to 
thank those that sat on selection panels, advocated 
for us, consulted in various disciplines, helped when 
we needed it and generally cared enough to give us 
their valuable time. This included:

Gemma Ackroyd
Ricky Campbell-Allen
Bev Baker
Ian Barker
Francesca Beddie
Livia Bolanca
Cathy Brennan
Michael Burgess
Geraldine Campbell
Marianne Carahalios
Ann Caro
Kim Chapman
Jillian Cheetham
Helen Cook
Katrina Cooper
Sylvia Corish
Tim Delaney
Myra Dunn
Bronwyn Flanagan
Melitta Flynn
David Friedlander
Christine Del Gallo
Di Giblin
Beth Godwin
Di Haskell
David Hetherington
Russell Honnery
Michael Hooker
Virginia Hooker
Lynne Irvine
Patti Kearns
Jennifer Kent
James Kozlowski
Brent Kunkler
Adam Leto

Adam Lippman
Robin Low
Glinda Major
Cheryl McBride
Alan Melrose
Melanie Morrison
Lila Mularczyk
Catherine Nguyen
Susan North
Barbara O'Brien
Jann Pattinson
Craig Petersen
Norma Petrocco
Monique Ribeiro
Kerry Roberts
Chris Ryan
Judyth Sachs
Bruce Sander
Vanessa Seagrove
Phil Seymour
Elizabeth Shaw
Linda Smith
Jane Stanley
Jane Stower
Roger Tall
Gail Taylor
Judy Thompson
Cara Varian
Erica Vorsay
Mandy Wells
Helen Wyatt
David Wynne
Olga Wynne
Mary Yaager

We would like to extend our thanks to Judy Thompson and 
Susan North for assisting with the Foundation’s activities.
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David Hetherington
Chief Executive Officer

Ali Matheson
Finance and Administration Manager

Karen	Griffiths
Scholarship Manager

Miriam Valero
Fundraising and Communications Manager

Craig Nhobbs 
Events Manager

Narges Bagheri
Administrative Assistant



 

Board of Directors

Professor Judyth Sachs  
BA MA PhD Dip Teach
DEPUTY CHAIR
Past president of the Australian 
Association for Research in Education, 
former member of the Executive  
of the Australian College of Educators.  
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Carol Taylor  
BA Dip ED MEd
DIRECTOR 
Former education consultant to the 
NSW Education Minister, former Chief 
Executive of the NSW Board of Studies 
and acting Chief Executive of the NSW 
Institute of Teachers. 

David Friedlander  
LLB, BComm, LLM  
CHAIR  
Australian Chairman of King and 
Wood Mallesons, Member of the 
Corporations Committee of the Law 
Council of Australia, board member 
Sydney Dance Company, member 
of the Adara Partners Adviser Panel 
and former member of the Australian 
Takeovers Panel.   

Robin Low  
BComm, FCA
DIRECTOR AND TREASURER  
(UNTIL AUGUST 2021)
Non-Executive Director Appen 
Limited, AUB Group Limited, IPH 
Limited and Marley Spoon AG.  
Former audit and risk partner with 
PricewaterhouseCoopers and former 
Deputy Chairman of Auditing and 
Assurance Standards Board.

Jane Caro AM  
BA
DIRECTOR
Principal Jara Consulting, author, 
lecturer, social commentator  
and columnist.

Nathan Towney 
B.ED BHPE
DIRECTOR  
(APPOINTED MARCH 2022)
Pro Vice-Chancellor – Indigenous 
Strategy and Leadership at the 
University of Newcastle.  
Director of ARLIC and NESA and 
Chairperson of the NESA – Aboriginal 
Education Forum.

David Wynne 
B. Ed, MAICD 
DIRECTOR
Non-Executive Director of Teachers 
Health and Nurses & Midwives 
Health, extensive career in public 
education.

Cheryl Kennedy 
DIRECTOR AND TREASURER
Chartered Accountant in  
the accounting profession for 
over 15 years. Currently an audit 
partner with Deloitte.

Lila Mularczyk  
JP OAM
DIRECTOR 
Manager at UNSW Gonski Institute 
for Education, National Vice Chair 
of ACE, university lecturer, multiple 
special projects and UTS and UNSW 
professional experience, UNSW 
Research projects, coach and mentor, 
Projects and Professional Experience 
TF CPL, member and chair of multiple 
education boards. Former Director 
of NSW Secondary Education, School 
Principal and President of NSW 
Secondary Principal’s Council.
 

Management Team 
During Reporting 
Period

David Hetherington,  
BA (Hons), MPA
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Ali Matheson,  
BSc (Hons) MProfAcct CPA 
FINANCE MANAGER AND 
ADMINISTRATION MANAGER,  
COMPANY SECRETARY  
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Public Education Foundation Ltd
Statement	of	financial	position
As at 30 June 2022

2022 2021 
(Restated)

Notes $ $

ASSETS

Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents 5 853,908 382,504

Trade and other receivables 6 158,608 81,974

Inventories 32,632 -

Total current assets 1,045,148 464,478

Non-current assets

Intangible assets 7 - 1,203

Property plant and equipment - -

Financial assets at fair value through profit or loss 8 3,475,684 3,949,937

Total non-current assets 3,475,684 3,951,140

Total assets 4,520,832 4,415,618

LIABILITIES

Current liabilities

Trade and other payables 9 36,941 70,977

Employee benefits 10 83,133 55,910

Scholarship liabilities 11 492,802 412,303

Total current liabilities 612,876 539,190

Total liabilities 612,876 539,190

Net assets 3,907,956 3,876,428

Equity

Retained earnings 12 328,587 824,434

Scholarship reserve 12 3,579,369 3,051,994

Total equity 3,907,956 3,876,428

The above statement of financial position should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.

Public Education Foundation Financial Report  
30 June 2022

The following financial information has been 
extracted from the 2021/2022 Financial Report 
which can viewed on our website: 

publiceducationfoundation.org.au

Public Education Foundation Ltd
Statement	of	profit	or	loss	and	other	
comprehensive income
For the year ended 30 June 2022

2022 2021 
(Restated)

Notes $ $

Revenue and other income
2(a)  

& 2(b) 2,851,956
 

1,549,879

Gain/(Loss) on financial assets at fair 
value through profit or loss 3 (539,875) 371,616

Other income 608 102,479

Expenses

Scholarship expenses 2(b) (1,547,774) (849,256)

Employee benefits expense (474,149) (439,724)

Auditors remuneration 4 (20,500) (12,000)

Finance costs (6,602) (4,577)

Software expense (46,053) (51,273)

Depreciation and amortisation 
expense (1,203) (1,727)

Other expenses (184,880) (135,991)

Surplus before income tax 
expense 31,528 529,426

Income tax expense 1(b) - -

Surplus after income tax expense 
for the year attributable to 
members of The Foundation 31,528 529,426

Other comprehensive income  
for the year - -

Total comprehensive income for 
the year attributable to members 
of The Foundation

31,528 529,426

The above statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive income 
should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.

http://publiceducationfoundation.org.au


Public Education Foundation Ltd 
Statement of changes in equity 
For the year ended 30 June 2022

Retained earnings Scholarship reserve Total equity 

Notes $ $ $

Balance at 30 June 2020 1,335,101 2,011,901 3,347,002

Transfer from retained earnings to scholarship 
reserve for scholarship income received but 
unexpended during the year

(1,040,093) 1,040,093

Total comprehensive income for the year 529,426 - 529,426

Balance at 30 June 2021 824,434 3,051,994 3,876,428

Balance at 1 July 2021 824,434 3,051,994 3,876,428

Transfer from retained earnings to scholarship reserve 
for scholarship income received but unexpended during 
the year

(527,375) 527,375

Total comprehensive income for the year 31,528 - 31,528

Balance at 30 June 2022 328,587 3,579,369 3,907,956

The accompanying notes form an integral part of the financial statements.
 

2022 2021  
(Restated)

$ $

Cash	flows	from	operating	activities

Receipts from donations and grants 2,713,476 2,785,996

Payments to suppliers and employees (732,395) (551,783)

Payments to scholarship recipients (1,582,050) (1,170,372)

Interest paid (6,602) (4,577)

Net	cash	inflow	from	operating	activities 392,429 1,059,264

Cash	flows	from	investing	activities

Dividend, interest and distribution income received 144,597 86,218

Proceeds from sale of financial assets through profit or loss 95,668 -

Payments for financial assets through profit or loss (161,290) (1,643,040)

Net	cash	inflow	from	investing	activities 78,975 (1,556,822)

Cash	flows	from	financing	activities

Net	cash	flows	from	financing	activities - -

Net increase in cash and cash equivalents 471,404 (497,558)

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the year 382,504 880,062

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the year 853,908 382,504

The above statement of cash flows should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.

Public Education Foundation Ltd 
Statement	of	cash	flows
For the year ended 30 June 2022
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Donors and Supporters

We are grateful to our partners and donors whose support allows 
us to extend our reach every year and support increasing numbers  
of students and their communities.

 
INDIVIDUALS
Imtiaz Ahmed
Janice Allbutt 
Carolyn Allen 
Dominique Antarakis
Gillian Appleton 
Subho Banerjee
Alexa Barr
Reginald Barrett AO
Nicole Barwick
Kevin Baxter
Francesca Beddie 
Roslyn Bell
Marion Berry
Roger Berry
Roderick Best
Martin Bibby
Joanna Bird 
Narelle Black
Catherine Blake
Annabel Bleach 
Mary Bolt
Celine Bonnaire
Francis Breen
Susan Brennan
Meghan Brewster
Tri Bui
Kate Butterworth
Lucy Bylhouwer
Ros Byrne
Louise Cannane
Marianne Carahalios
Esther Carlin
Jane Caro AM
Trudi Casin
Peter Cassidy
Jillian Cheetam
Michael Chesterman
Heather J Clark
Stevie Clayton
Janet Collins
Peter Condie
Angela Conry
Ash and Sean  
Cooney

Darin Cooper 
Ann Corlett AM
Helena Cornelius
Vivienne Corney
Heather R Davie
Merran Dawson
Denise De Vreeze
Christine Deer
Cecily Dempster
Peter Dickson
Edwina Doe
Liana Downey
Amanda Downs
Afonso Duque-
Portugal
John Eastway
Marjory Ellsmore
Andrew Finckh
Beverley Firth
Melita Flynn
Bruce Franklin
Janice Freeston
Deborah and David 
Friedlander
Geoff Gallop
Paul Galloway
Robert Gardos
Matthew Gerber
Penny Giersch
Graham Greenleaf
Elizabeth Godwin
John Goh
Michele Graham
Jacob Gray
Ellen Griffiths
Jasmine Groves
Susan Hancock
Richard Hansford
Betty Harper 
Di Haskell
Jill Hawker
Meredith Hellicar
Susan Hemsley 
Neil Hendry

Elaine Lindsay
Karen Loblay AM
Caroline Low
Robin Low
Dale Lowe
Lauren Luchs
Anne Lyell
Steven Lynch
Lesley Lysaght
Penny Madvig
Peter Macdonald
Patrick Mahony
David Massa
Jill Matthews
Wendy McCarthy
Sally McCausland
Alan McCormack
Robert McCullough
Tracey McDonnell
Cassie McGannon
Peter McGlinn
Margaret McHarg
Jonathan Mendel
Steven Miles
Toby Miles
Kathryn Mitchell
Hugh Montgomery
Aishah Moore
Jane Morgan
Sue Morris
Melanie Morrison
Lila Mularczyk
Elizabeth Murray
Marlene Murray
Jenni Neary
Anne Nelson
Penelope Nelson
Carolyn Neumann
Karen Noack
Jennifer Noble
Heather Nolan
Patricia Novikoff
Anne O’Driscoll

Annemarie 
Hennessy
Margaret Heppell
Mark B. Hewitt
Carolyn Hinton
Dorothy Hoddinott 
AO
Peter Homel
Valerie Hoogstad 
Virginia Hooker AM
Pat Hughes
Jane Hunter
Kerry Hunter
William Ibrahim
Prudence Ibrahim
Michelle Imison
John Ingleson
Doug Ingram
Emma Jean
Janet Johnson
Stephanie Jolly
Colin Jones
James Jones
Helen Jordan
Frank Jotzo
Rebecca Kaiser
Sarah Katiza
Patti Kearns
Catherine Kennedy
Cheryl Kennedy
Jennifer Kent
Oliver Golding/Sara 
King
Huw Kingston
Michael Kirby AC 
CMG
Anthony Klein
Graham Knight
Patricia Lane
Leanne Larosa
Faye Lawrence
Mike Lawson
Maurice Lee
Adam Leto

Maree O’Halloran
Harriet O’Hare
Lian Pang
Allan Parry
Murray Paterson
Sue Patterson
Jenni Pearcy
David Perry
Ros Pesman
Susan Phillips
Gina Plate
Geoffrey Porges
Christine Power
Ken Preece
Jean Price
Abbey Proud
Anne Quested
Margaret Rafferty
Aidross Ramli
Anne Ranger
Robin Rath
Gary and Lois Reed
Susan Reid
Susan Reinhard
Lara Restifa
Christopher 
Reynolds
Alison Ritchie
Geoffrey Robertson
Susan Robertson
Janice Rogers
Lesley Russell
Judyth Sachs
Margaret Sankey
Pru Sheaves
David Schlosser
Beverley Schurr 
Elizabeth Shaw
Kevin Shaw
Tilda Sikes
Agnes Simiana
June Simpson
Daniel Skehan
Linda Smith

William Smith
Margaret Smale
Meredith Sproule
Patricia Staunton AM
Jane Stower
Paul Strawson
Catherine Stuart
Ross Stuart
Lloyd Swanton
Gemma Taylor
Max Taylor
John Taylor
Edwina Throsby
David Throsby
David Thummler
Christine Toomeh
Jane Unwin
Leigh Von Bertouch
Erica Vorsay
Kristen Walker
Donald Walsh
Stephen Ward
Ann Webb
Mandy Wells
Sally White
Julie Whitfield
Sophie Williams
Kerryn Wilmot
Wayne Wilson
Sandra Wingrave
Shirley Woodland
Michael Woods
Katherine Wrigley
Kaliopy Xenakis
Vanessa Yenson
Penny Young
Philip Young
David Yuill
Alison Zammit
Steel Family
Salisbury High 
School
Woodcock Family
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Gemma Ackroyd
Ricky Campbell-Allen
Bev Baker
Ian Barker
Francesca Beddie
Geraldine Campbell
Marianne Carahalios
Jillian Cheetham
Helen Cook
Katrina Cooper
Tim Delaney
Myra Dunn
Bronwyn Flanagan
David Friedlander
Di Giblin
Beth Godwin
Di Haskell
Russell Honnery
Virgina Hooker
Lynne Irvine
Patti Kearns
Jennifer Kent
James Kozlowski
Adam Leto
Adam Lippman
Robin Low
Glinda Major
Cheryl McBride
Alan Melrose
Melanie Morrison
Lila Mularczyk
Catherine Nguyen
Susan North
Barbara O'Brien
Craig Petersen
Monique Ribeiro
Chris Ryan
Bruce Sander
Vanessa Seagrove
Phil Seymour
Elizabeth Shaw
Linda Smith
Jane Stanley
Jane Stower

 
PANEL MEMBERS

Gail Taylor
Judyth Thompson
Cara Varian
Erica Vorsay
Mandy Wells
Helen Wyatt
David Wynne
Olga Wynne
Mary Yaage

The scholarship will help me to have the things 
I need to do my school work. I will feel proud to 
have a full uniform to wear to school and it will 
help my mum to pay for school excursions and to 
camp as I have a lot of siblings and it is hard for 
her to pay for everything. I really love school and 
I will be so happy to learn more at home. I would 
like to say a big thank you.” 

A RECIPIENT OF A RURAL & REMOTE INDIGENOUS SCHOLARSHIP

“



Our Impact:  
2009-2022

APPLICATION NUMBERS
ACROSS AUSTRALIA 
 

Subho Banerjee
Ebony Bennett
Evelyn Bishop
Geoffrey Brennan
Bruce Chen
Graham Cowley
Caitlin Gauci
James Goth
Tricia Hobson
Doug Humphreys
Ben Lewis
Tom Loomes
Amber Manning
Louise Mathias
Don Newgreen
Benson Riddle
Lesley Ridgway
Jennifer Robinson
Chelsea Spagnolo
Jason Thompson
Doug Wright
Woodcock Family 

 
ACACIA FELLOWS 

Aboriginal Education Council 
Australian Council of State 
School Organisations
Australia for UNHCR
Australian Education Union 
South Australia Branch 
Harvard Club Of Australia
NSW P&C Federation
NSW Primary Principals 
Association 
NSW Retired Teachers 
Association 
NSW Secondary Principals 
Association
NSW Teachers Federation
OCS Services Pty Ltd
Perpetual Limited
Royal Bank of Canada
Sambalance Pty Ltd
Skylights WA
Teachers Health Fund
Teachers Mutual Bank
The Brand Council
Unions NSW
Western Sydney Leadership 
Dialogue

NSW Department of Education

City of Sydney

We also thank our generous 
donors who wish to remain 
anonymous.

ORGANISATIONS  
/ PARTNERS 

Amaroo Foundation 
APS Foundation
Bennelong Foundation
Blue Mountains Refugee 
Support Group
David Ratner Scholarship –  
Jewish Care
Edward C Dunn Foundation
ELS Charitable Trust
Emorgo Foundation
Goodridge Foundation
GO Foundation
Hogan Family Foundation
Jack Brockhoff Foundation
J Holden Family Foundation
Houston Group
Matana Foundation
O'Brien Foundation
Phillips Brothers 
Foundation
Queensland  
Teachers Union
S L Bray Memorial 
Foundation
Tall Foundation
Tate Family Endowment
The Anika Foundation
The Harding Miller 
Education Foundation
The Hawker Foundation
The Phillips Brothers 
Foundation
The Susan & Isaac Wakil 
Foundation
The Walter and Eliza Hall 
Trust
Waratah Foundation
Ward Family Foundation

TRUSTS AND 
FOUNDATIONS 

GOVERNMENT 
PARTNERS

Total new students:
Scholarship recipients:

65% 34% 

1% PREFER NOT TO SAY/ 
TRANSGENDER 

MALEFEMALE

578 SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED IN 2021/22

2021-22

2009-22
cumulative$7,022,132 

 $1,547,774 

SCHOLARSHIPS FUNDING

2490 STUDENTS EDUCATORS

2382

414

440630

635
911

920

866

108

2009-22
cumulative

TOTAL SCHOOLS
ENGAGED 
TO JUNE 2022

510
SCHOOLS ENGAGED 
EACH YEAR

143

170

165

101
99
90
65

2021/22 

2019/20

2020/21

2018/19 

2017/18   

2016/17 

2015/16
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2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

19/20
17/18

20/21
21/22

18/19

204

174

296

431

578



You can make a difference!

We Give Life-Changing Scholarships

30  YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Making a donation, no matter how small, can make 
the difference to one of our scholars. Help us give 
students in public education every opportunity. 
All donations of $2 and above are tax-deductible 
for Australian residents. At PEF, we ensure that 
no more than 10% of your gift goes towards 
administrative expenses. This means that 90%  
of your donation goes directly to benefit a child. 

• Become a mentor

• Workplace giving

• Community fundraising

• One-off donation

• Regular giving

• Leave a gift in your Will

• Volunteering

• Corporate partnerships

• Sponsorships

Email	info@publiceducationfoundation.org.au  
to find out more, or to donate now visit  
givenow.com.au/publiceducationfoundation

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land throughout Australia, and recognise their continuing connection to land, waters 
and culture. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.

@PEFOZ facebook.com/pefoz Publicedfoundationpubliceducationfoundation.org.auinfo@publiceducationfoundation.org.au

105 Phillip Street Parramatta NSW 2150 02 7814 2806 

Thank you for your work! Public 
schools are close to my heart. 
My family and I attended public 
schools in outer metropolitan 
and rural/remote areas of WA, 
Tasmania and NSW, and we were 
very happy with the quality of our 
education… Given my family's 
history, it made sense to support 
an organisation which supports 
students at public schools.”
ANONYMOUS DONOR

“

http://givenow.com.au/publiceducationfoundation

